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Fungi stores a third of carbon from fossil fuel
emissions and could be essential to reaching
net zero

Researchers are now calling for fungi to be considered more heavily in conservation
and biodiversity policies, and are investigating whether we can increase how much

carbon the soil underneath us can hold

e Mycorrhizal fungi are responsible for holding up to 36 per cent of yearly global fossil

fuel emissions below ground - more than China emits each year

e The fungi make up a vast underground network all over the planet underneath
grasslands and forests, as well as roads, gardens, and houses on every continent on
Earth

e |tis notonly crucial to storing carbon and keeping the planet cooler, but are also
essential to global biodiversity

The vast underground network of fungi beneath our feet stores over 13 gigatons of
carbon around the world, roughly equivalent to 36 per cent of yearly global fossil
fuel emissions, according to new research.



