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Nutrients cycle between soil, plant & animal
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Fertilisers ςǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΧ

o What do I use?

o Quantity ςhow much do I need to apply?

o How often?

Soil testing Ą helps answer these 
questions & guide nutrient mgmtdecisions
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Soil testing on farm: Survey results

South East Soils Survey (2019)

83% agreed that regular soil testing for major nutrients is important

Ih²9±9wΧΦ

o 20% of properties had never taken a soil sample

o 40% had never used a soil corer

o 8% had not sampled using a soil corer in the 
last 5 years
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Soil testing on farm: Barriers?

What are the barriers landholders face with soil testing on farm?

o Cost?

o Time/effort?

o Lack of confidence in interpreting the results (and advice) 



Five Easy Steps

o Enables graziers to develop their own soil fertility 

plan according to:

VSoil type

VEnvironment

VStocking rate

VBusiness/property goals & aspirations

o Puts the producer in the driver's seat!
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Available via MLA website



Five Easy Steps
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Alternative Fertiliser Study: 2009 ς2014

ΨYƛŀ-hǊŀΩ ǘǊƛŀƭ ǎƛǘŜΣ .ƻƻƪƘŀƳ ƛƴ сth year of study
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Control Compost Tea

BioAgBlend Single Super

Source: Fiona Leech
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Soil test value:  Colwell P (mg/kg)
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Paddock name: ά/Ƙƛƴŀ ǿŀƭƭέ

Ave fert rate: 100kg superphosphate/ha/yr

Paddock name: άWƛƳƳȅΩǎ wƻŀŘέ

Ave fert rate: 100kg superphosphate/ha/yr

Using annual soil testing to guide decision making
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